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The World Laureates Association (WLA) is a non-governmental and non-profit international organization. It is one of the world's highest-profile organizations of laureates that brings together preeminent scientists from a diverse range 
of disciplines, including mathematics, physics, chemistry, biology, medicine, computer science, and other fields.

The WLA has around 200 distinguished laureates, among whom are recipients of prestigious awards, such as the Nobel Prize, the Turing Award, the Wolf Prize, the Lasker Award, the Breakthrough Prize, the Fields Medal, the WLA Prize, 
the MacArthur Fellowship, the Canada Gairdner International Award, the Kyoto Prize, the World Food Prize, the Eni Award, and the Abel Prize. Our members come from over 80 of the world's leading laboratories and research institutions, 
spanning 25 countries.

Upholding the vision of "Science and Technology for the Common Destiny of Mankind," the WLA is committed to its three missions: "promote basic science, advocate for international cooperation, and support the development of youth." 
To achieve these goals, the WLA actively fosters close scientific collaboration and academic exchange among esteemed scientists and scholars around the globe.
 
The WLA aspires to establish the "Five Pillars": a platform underpinned by the WLA and the WLA Foundation, a bridge connected via the WLA Forum, a window exhibited by the WLA Prize, a channel communicated through the WLA 
Journals, and an engine powered by the WLA Labs.

The WLA is an autonomous organization, fully governed and managed by a distinguished group of scientists, led by an Executive Committee comprising one Chair and several Vice-Chairs. A Council is established to provide administra-
tive and operational support to the Association.

WLA Chief Director: Mr. Tung Chee-Hwa
WLA Executive Director: Mr. Wu Xiangdong
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Where the world's best minds convene: A global organization of world laureates



Message from the Chair

2006 Nobel Laureate in Chemistry
Chair, World Laureates Association

Roger Kornberg

Science seeks to understand the world around us. It is a force for the betterment of the human 
condition. It is international and apolitical. It depends on the support of the public and the sharing 
of information. It progresses through serendipity and the work of young minds.

The World Laureates Association has been formed for the advancement of science. The Associa-
tion has three main purposes: to advocate science worldwide, especially for basic science, the 
source of transformative discoveries that will take long-term support to achieve; to contribute to 
the growth of young scientists worldwide, whose dedication and effort will ensure the continuity 
and success of the scientific enterprise; and to facilitate the activities of the members of the 
Association in China.

The Association is intended to develop inclusively, warmly inviting the participation of laureates of 
all disciplines and nationalities.
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WLA Chairs

2009 
Nobel Laureate in Chemistry

2004 
Nobel Laureate in Chemistry

2002 
Nobel Laureate in Chemistry

K. Barry Sharpless Ada Yonath Aaron Ciechanover Kurt W thrich

2022 & 2001 
Nobel Laureates in Chemistry

2004 
Nobel Laureate in Physics

1991 Nobel Laureate in 
Physiology or Medicine

2007 
Nobel Laureate in Economics

Serge Haroche Frank Wilczek Erwin Neher Eric Maskin

2012 
Nobel Laureate in Physics

2013 Nobel Laureate in Chemistry
Vice-Chair, World Laureates Association

Roger Kornberg Michael Levitt

2006 Nobel Laureate in Chemistry
Chair, World Laureates Association

2013 Nobel Laureate in Physiology or Medicine
Vice-Chair, World Laureates Association

1997 Nobel Laureate in Physics
Vice-Chair, World Laureates Association

Randy Schekman Steven Chu

Executive Com
m

ittee
Steering Com

m
ittee
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has formed an alliance among prominent universities and organizations, 

including Fudan University, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Zhejiang University, 

Southern University of Science and Technology, the Hong Kong University of 

Science and Technology, and the New York Academy of Sciences. The 

Committee aims to seek strategic support for the development of the WLA and 

to effectively carry out practical cooperation between the WLA and prestigious 

universities. Prof. Jin Li, a member of the Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) 

and President of Fudan University, serves as the inaugural Chair of this 

Committee.

has assembled a group of enterprises and entrepreneurs both 

domestically and internationally with outstanding reputations and 

strengths who boast their scientific vision and a strong sense of social 

responsibility. The Committee actively seeks corporate support for the 

advancement of science and technology innovation, while 

simultaneously striving to identify opportunities for science and 

technology to empower corporate innovation and development. The 

Committee is chaired by Mr. Ning Gaoning, former President of 

Sinochem Holdings Corporation Ltd. Well-known entrepreneurs, Mr. 

Neil Shen and Mr. Xu Hang, serve as Vice-Chairs.

The WLA University Advisory 
and Collaborative Committee 

has awarded its inaugural membership to twelve most distinguished high 

schools in China, including Shanghai Middle School, the High School 

Affiliated to Renmin University of China, and Shenzhen Middle School. The 

League will extend invitations to a select group of top high schools from 

overseas. Mr. Feng Zhigang, Principal of Shanghai High School, is the first 

Director of the League, while Ms. Liu Xiaohui, Principal of the High School 

Affiliated to Renmin University of China, and Mr. Zhu Huawei, Principal of 

Shenzhen High School, serve as the Vice-Directors. The League will 

continue to carry out a variety of science popularization activities 

represented by the "WLA Laureates Campus Tour" to foster a passion for 

science among youth. Its objectives encompass enhancing their scientific 

aptitude, stimulating inquisitive thinking, and promoting the pursuit of 

careers in science.

The WLA Entrepreneurs Advisory 
and Collaborative Committee 

The WLA Top High School League

Jin Li
President, Fudan University
Inaugural Chair, WLA University Advisory 
and Collaborative Committee

Xue Qikun
President, Southern University of Science and Technology
Member, WLA University Advisory 
and Collaborative Committee

Nicholas B. Dirks
President and CEO, The New York Academy of Sciences
Member, WLA University Advisory 
and Collaborative Committee

Ning Gaoning
Former President, Sinochem Holdings Corporation Ltd. 
Founding Chair, WLA Entrepreneurs Advisory 
and Collaborative Committee

Neil Shen
Founding and Managing Partner, HongShan
Vice-Chair, WLA Entrepreneurs Advisory 
and Collaborative Committee

Xu Hang

Vice-Chair, WLA Entrepreneurs Advisory 
and Collaborative Committee

The inaugural meeting of the First Council of 
the WLA Top High School League on November 6, 2023.

Three WLA Alliances



09

2021 2022 2023 2024

WRC

2017 2018 2019 2020

Milestones of the WLA

November 2017

The WLA, registered in Hong Kong, is a 
non-governmental and non-profit organization. It is 
one of the world's highest-profile organizations. 

WLA Forum
October 28, 2018

The WLA Forum, initiated by the WLA 
in Shanghai, is Asia's highest-profile 
global conference in science that 
attracts the greatest number of prize 
winners in the world. 

The WLA Research Conferences (WRC) 
successfully conducted its inaugural 
event on Cells and Genes.

October 29, 2019
WLA Shanghai Center

The WLA Shanghai Center is the 
representative office of the WLA in 
Shanghai, China, responsible for the 
operation of the WLA in Chinese 
mainland. 

First Grand Donation

Mr. Xu Hang and Parkland Foundation 
donated 1 billion RMB to the 
WLA Foundation.

Inaugural WLA Prize
November 6, 2022
The Award Ceremony of the Inaugural 
WLA Prize unfolded.

The Implementation Plan for 
Pudong's Pilot Comprehensive 
Reform (2023-2027)

The CPC Central Committee and the State 
Council have unveiled a comprehensive 
implementation plan for the pilot 
comprehensive reform in Pudong New 
Area, Shanghai, from 2023 to 2027. 
It writes that the government aims to 
address the key challenges in science and 
technology that are of great significance 
through collaboration with the WLA Forum.

 "14th Five-Year Plan"

The WLA Forum was included 
in Shanghai's "14th Five-Year 
Development Plan."

 WLA Foundation
October 30, 2020

The WLA Foundation is a non-public 
charitable foundation that supports all 
the WLA missions and activities by 
bringing together social forces. 

HongShan funded 500 million RMB to 
exclusively and permanently support 
the establishment and development of 
the WLA Prize.

WLA Prize

Three WLA Alliances
November 6, 2022

The Three WLA Alliances were established, 
including the "WLA University Advisory 
and Collaborative Committee," the "WLA 
Entrepreneurs Advisory and Collaborative 
Committee," and the "WLA Top High School 
League."

2023 WLA Prize
November 6, 2023
The Award Ceremony of 
the 2023 WLA Prize unfolded.
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Upholding the "scientist-centered" philosophy, the WLA Foundation serves as a 

scientific and technological innovation platform, seeking to facilitate academic 

exchanges among leading scientists and train young researchers worldwide. As an 

international foundation, it aims to enhance global efforts on major scientific 

issues, generic technology development, and strategic research projects. 

A Non-Public Charitable Foundation That 
Supports Sustainable Scientific Development



The WLA Foundation was established under the auspices of the WLA, with Prof. Roger Kornberg, 2006 Nobel Laureate in Chemistry and 
Chair of the WLA, and Mr. Wu Qing, the then Vice Mayor of Shanghai Municipal People's Government, presiding over its official 
inauguration.

October 30, 2020

Mr. Xu Hang, Chairman of the Board of Parkland Group, Co-Founder of Mindray, and Founder of Parkland Foundation, together with Parkland 
Foundation donated 1 billion RMB to the WLA Foundation.
Mr. Li Qiang, the then Secretary of the CPC Shanghai Municipal Committee, convened with Mr. Xu Hang and Mr. Wu Xiangdong, Executive 
Director of the WLA.

April 8, 2021

The WLA Foundation announced the establishment of the WLA Prize at the Opening Ceremony of the 4th WLA Forum.
HongShan made a 500 million RMB donation to the WLA Foundation to exclusively and permanently support the establishment 
and development of the WLA Prize.

November 1, 2021

China Resources Group endorsed the production of                               documentary, shedding light on the journeys and 
contributions of 100 eminent scientists from across the globe.
The Wuliangye Company Group joined as one of the Global Strategic Partners of the 6th WLA Forum. Shanghai Lingang 
Science and Technology Innovation Development Foundation became one of the organizers of the 6th WLA Forum.

2022-2023

The WLA Foundation

12

The Luminaries
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Asia's highest-profile global conference in science
The foremost annual scientific gathering of laureates in the world

WLA FORUM



T
Letter of Congratulations to the 2nd WLA Forum by President Xi Jinping

16
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Video Message to the 3rd WLA Forum by President Xi Jinping
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The 6th WLA Forum, held from Nov. 6-8, 2023, 
concluded successfully in Lin-gang Special Area, Shanghai, 

and saw the largest number of esteemed participants since its inception.

The 6th WLA Forum
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More than 300 scientists worldwide, including 27 Nobel laureates, over 40 academicians, and over 120 outstanding young scientists, 
gathered in Shanghai for the largest and most prestigious WLA Forum to date.
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On November 6, 2023, Mr. Chen Jining, Secretary of the CPC Shanghai Municipal Committee, convened with WLA scientists, 
entrepreneurs, and representatives from international organizations participating in the 6th WLA Forum.

Shanghai, China 2023.11.6
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Key Messages

"With the theme 'Science Leads Transformation,' this year's 
Forum aims to facilitate in-depth exchanges and discus-
sions, share insights, and collectively chart a new course for 
scientific transformations, paving the way towards a brighter 
future."

"The Forum aspires to serve as a bridge, promoting consen-
sus building, fostering cooperation, advancing scientific and 
technological innovation, nurturing talent, and strengthening 
global resilience through science and technology, all for the 
betterment of the global scientific community."

"The WLA is one of a kind. It is apolitical and international. 
It is intended to grow and invite the participation of leading 
scientists in all disciplines. It is a jewel in the crown of 
Shanghai and a beacon of hope in difficult times."

Chen Jining Wan Gang
Secretary, CPC Shanghai Municipal Committee President, China Association for Science and Technology

Roger Kornberg
2006 Nobel Laureate in Chemistry
Chair, World Laureates Association
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Esteemed Chinese and foreign scientists, renowned in their respective fields of study, came together and 
co-hosted each session. They actively contributed to session planning and preparation, ensuring that 
each discussion was not only cutting-edge but also insightful and highly relevant.

Over a 3-day period, 57 leading scientists delivered cutting-edge research presentations in over 10 
scientific research domains, sharing their most recent discoveries and forward-looking perspectives, 
creating a continuously engaging and dynamic academic event.

01 CO-CHAIRPERSONSHIP 02 FRONTIER LECTURES

New Forum Features
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For the first time, the Forum organized the Young Scientists Forum (Plenary Session), drawing more than 120 exceptional 
young scientists from 25 countries and regions. The HUB Sessions and Poster Session further enriched the scientific 
atmosphere, encouraging thought-provoking exchanges among young scientists.

03  YOUNG SCIENTISTS FORUM PLENARY SESSION AND HUB SESSIONS
This Roundtable provided a platform for renowned scientists and prominent entrepreneurs to come 
together and discuss how businesses can harness the power of science for innovation and advancement. 
The event aimed to bridge the gap between scientific research and real-world challenges, encouraging 
interdisciplinary exchanges between scientists and entrepreneurs and promoting the practical application 
of scientific achievements.

04 ENTREPRENEURS ROUNDTABLE

New Forum Features
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A Feast of Science
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Award Ceremony

The Award Ceremony of the 2023 WLA Prize unfolded at the Opening Ceremony of the 6th WLA Forum.
The 2023 WLA Prize honored five laureates in the categories of Computer Science or Mathematics, 
and Life Science or Medicine. Recipients of each single prize will equally share a cash award of 10 million RMB.

Award Ceremony

25
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During and after the 6th WLA Forum, numerous WLA scientists were invited to visit universities and high schools in the Yangtze River Delta and the Greater Bay Area, 
where they shared their insightful perspectives to inspire and enlighten future generations.

Side Events

On November 5, 2023, Mr. Xin Changxing, Secretary of the CPC 
Jiangsu Provincial Committee, convened with Prof. Roger 

Kornberg, 2006 Nobel Laureate in Chemistry and 
Chair of the WLA.

On November 8, 2023, Prof. Serge Haroche, 
2012 Nobel Laureate in Physics, 

spoke at the Shanghai Master Forum on Science. 

On November 11, 2023, Prof. Serge Haroche visited the 
University of Science and Technology of China.

On November 9, 2023, several WLA scientists attended the 
World Laureates Greater Bay Area Forum.

On November 5, 2023, Prof. Roger Kornberg was appointed as 
Chief Scientific Advisor of the academic committee of the 

International Research Center for Synthetic Biology (IRCSB) at 
Nanjing Normal University.

On November 10, 2023, 
several WLA scientists visited Westlake University.

On November 7, 2023, Prof. James Rothman, 
2013 Nobel Laureate in Physiology or Medicine,

 participated in the WLA Laureates Campus Tour.

On November 15, 2023, Prof. Martin Hellman spoke at the 
X-Lake Forum, sharing his insights for the innovative 

development of the Greater Bay Area.



By organizing a series of fusion media initiatives and interactive programs including "Science Carnival," "Wow! Scientists 2023", and "Ask Laureates Anything," 
we successfully connected with the public through impactful online campaigns, curating a captivating science experience for everyone.

28 

Side Events



29

The Forum has been increasing its global scientific outreach through extensive media coverage, steadily expanding its influence with each passing year. 
It has generated over 2 billion global impressions, igniting lively discussions on various Chinese and international social media platforms.

Media Impact
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Global Exposure

The global exposures surpassed 2 billion, 
reaching over 1 billion users outside China.

200+
The Forum was covered by over 2,000 media outlets worldwide, 
featuring 200+ special correspondents.

50 million+
Short videos collectively reached over 50 million 
viewers across all platforms.

600 million
On Weibo (@ ), 
the total post views exceeded 600 million.

10 million+
The live broadcast captivated an audience of over 10 million.

50+
Media coverage extended to over 50 countries 
and regions in 6 languages.2 billion
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The WLA meetings were enriching and enjoyable. The meeting 
strengthened my appreciation of the beauty of science and my 
belief in its capacity to enhance humanity's progress and secure 
peace on Earth.

David Zilberman
2019 Wolf Prize Laureate in Agriculture

The staff at the WLA is the world's best!

Michael I. Jordan

2022 WLA Prize Laureate in Computer Science or Mathematics

Thank you for letting me participate in the enlightening 
intellectual event. The sessions in which I participated (AI for 
Good, Entrepreneurs Roundtable, and Greater Bay Area Forum) 
were well designed, and each taught me new things that I hope 
to incorporate in my own research ... I met interesting people ... 
with whom I hope to remain in contact. Thank you.

Thomas Sargent
2011 Nobel Laureate in Economics

Congratulations with this important event, excellent topics covering 
important aspects where science can make the difference and shape 
our future society.
Very important to see the involvement of young scientists.
Few points of advice:
- perhaps less parallel sessions to have more participants and audience 
at individual sessions
- allow time for discussions
- or perhaps make more young people to be involved/exposed to senior 
scientists.
Much success with this great event well organized and superb venue ...

Ben Feringa
2016 Nobel Laureate in Chemistry

Scientists present at the event offered high commendation and valuable advice regarding the Forum:

Voices and Perspectives
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Serge Haroche

Thank you for your efficient organization and 
your efforts in bringing to fruition this Forum 
whose aim is to promote science within a 
framework of broad international 
cooperation.

The WLA should keep playing a fundamental 
role to ensure that this essential 
communication channel remains open.

It is only under these conditions that science 
can remain a global activity that transcends 
borders and different political and societal 
models. The WLA Forum, which each year 
brings together in Shanghai Nobel Prize 
winners and holders of other major 
international awards, promotes the universal 
nature of science.

Ye Shuhua

Karolin Luger Zhang Tao

Thuc-Quyen Nguyen

Lap Chee Tsui

I was absolutely "blown away" by the 
professional organization, by the openness 
and by the warm and kind reception we both 
received.

The meeting itself was truly inspiring, 
especially our interactions with students, and 
with fellow scientists.

Finally, the Award Ceremony was an event I 
will never forget!

It has really been a great pleasure for me to 
have participated in the WLA Forum in person 
this year. From the Tablecloth discussion with 
high school students to co-chairing the 
Möbius Forum with Bruce Alberts, I enjoyed 
every minute of the sessions and talks.

The organizers and the staff have to be 
congratulated for making such complex 
logistics of the Forum so seamless and our 
participation and tasks so effortless! 

The WLA Forum serves as an outstanding 
platform for showcasing China and 
promoting international scientific and 
technological exchanges.

I am extremely impressed by the WLA as an 
organization and by the Forum which, among 
other things, gave me a rare and 
indispensable opportunity to communicate 
with scientists of broad community going far 
beyond my usual professional community.

I wish the WLA activities to continue equally 
successfully and its impact to extend in the 
years to come.

Engaging with globally recognized 
authorities in the field of astronomy is not 
only enjoyable but also fosters meaningful 
connections, effectively achieving two 
goals at once.

I have been talking about the WLA Forum to 
my colleagues.

It'd be great to invite some best students from 
various high schools and universities in China. 
In the future ... you can send invitations to 
some leading universities in the world to ask 
them to send 2-3 top students ...

Voices and Perspectives

Arkadi Nemirovski

Scientists present at the event offered high commendation and valuable advice regarding the Forum:

2023 WLA Prize Laureate 
in Computer Science or Mathematics

2023 Wilhem Exner Medal Laureate Member, Chinese Academy of Sciences

2023 WLA Prize Laureate 
in Life Science or Medicine

1990 Canada Gairdner International 
Award Laureate

Member, Chinese Academy of Sciences2012 Nobel Laureate in Physics
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Over six years, the WLA Forum has undergone a significant developmental journey, 
establishing its unique scientific traditions and giving rise to a series 

of forums recognized and endorsed by prominent scientists worldwide.

Brand Value & Architecture
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Pioneering Scientific Insights for the Next 20 Years
Since 2019, the WLA Mobius Forum has invited preeminent scientists to share their predictions and perspectives on the future trajectory of science.

Mobius Forum



35

Exploring the Frontiers of Life Science for Future Health Solutions
Since 2019, the WLA Life Science Forum has served as a platform where scientists convene and outline a roadmap for promoting global health through advancements in life science.

Life Science Forum
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AI and the Future of Humanity
Since 2019, the WLA Intelligent Science Forum has convened leading AI experts, scientists, and researchers to explore AI advancements and navigate the ethical aspects of intelligent 
science and its future direction.

Intelligent Science Forum
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Zero Carbon Forum

Contributing to Global Sustainable Development and "Dual Carbon" Goals
Since 2019, the WLA Zero Carbon Forum has continually offered new insights, innovative ideas, and practical solutions related to fundamental theories and crucial technological 
advancements in pursuit of "dual carbon" objectives.
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Showcasing Aspirations and Fostering Intergenerational Knowledge Exchange
Since 2018, the WLA Young Scientists Forum has provided a platform for emerging scientists to present their work, fostered knowledge exchange across generations, and created a 
supportive environment for the world's most promising young scientists.

Young Scientists Series
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Sci-T Conference

The Youth of Today, the Scientist of Tomorrow
Since 2020, the WLA Sci-T Conference has provided a global platform for aspiring students worldwide. It invites young enthusiasts with a passion for science, providing them with the 
chance to participate in meaningful discussions with both peers and leading scientists. It has grown into a premier science event for teenagers in China.
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Spotlighting Women in Science and Empowering an Inclusive and Diverse Future
Since 2021, the WLA SHE Forum has gained global recognition as a science event that celebrates female scientist role models, bringing together efforts to tackle barriers faced by 
women in science, and fostering a more inclusive global scientific community.

SHE Forum
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Themed Sessions

In alignment with the mission of the WLA to "promote basic science," the Forum chooses pivotal scientific sectors and crucial research as topics for sub-forums such as the WLA 
Astronomy Forum and the WLA Quantum Forum, alongside high-caliber academic engagements like the WLA Frontier Lectures.
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Think Tank Reports

2023 WLA Forum Think Tank Reports 2022 WLA SHE Forum Report 2021 WLA Forum Annual Report 2021 WLA 
Young Scientists Forum Report

2021 WLA Forum Mobius Report 2021 WLA Frontier Science Report

Each year, the WLA Forum produces multi-dimensional think tank reports that encapsulate and disseminate the insights gained from the Forum and its distinguished scientists. 
These annual publications provide a wealth of knowledge and valuable insights, serving as a resource for strategic planning and policies, and empowering decision-makers across 
various industries.

Inheritance and growth



43

The WLA Forum in Numbers

attendances attendances attendances

��

Over 7 billion global exposures

��

Nearly 600 Forum sessions or events

���

Covered in 
65 countries or regions

��
Translated into 36 languages

 Nobel Laureates

����
Chinese academicians

����
Young scientists from 

China and abroad

�	��

	�
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The World Laureates Association Prize (WLA Prize) is an international science prize established in Shanghai, in 2021, 
initiated by the WLA, managed by the WLA Foundation, and exclusively funded by HongShan. 

WLA PRIZE
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WLA Prize

The WLA Prize in Computer Science or Mathematics The WLA Prize in Life Science or Medicine

The total award for each Prize, which may be divided among up to four laureates, is RMB 10 million.
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Chair, World Laureates Association
Chair, WLA Prize Management Committee
2006 Nobel Laureate in Chemistry

Executive Director, World Laureates Association
Chair, WLA Prize Management Committee

Chair, 2023 WLA Prize Selection Committee 
(Computer Science or Mathematics)
2022 WLA Prize Laureate in Computer Science 
or Mathematics

Chair, 2023 WLA Prize Selection Committee 
(Life Science or Medicine)
2013 Nobel Laureate in Physiology or Medicine

Founding and Managing Partner, HongShan
Member, WLA Prize Management Committee
Representative, Exclusive Sponsor of the WLA Prize

Roger Kornberg Wu Xiangdong Michael I. Jordan Randy Schekman Neil Shen

WLA Prize Committee Chairs

WLA Prize Committee Chairs
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WLA Prize Laureates

Computer Science or Mathematics 

"For fundamental contributions to 
the foundations of machine 
learning and its application."

"For key discoveries elucidating the 
mechanism and selectivity of 
protein transport between the 
cytoplasm and nucleus."

"For their seminal work in convex optimization theory, 
including the theory of self-concordant functions and 
interior-point methods, a complexity theory of 
optimization, accelerated gradient methods, and 
methodological advances in robust optimization."

20
22

Michael I. Jordan
Pehong Chen Distinguished Professor, Department of 
Electrical Engineering and Computer Sciences & 
Department of Statistics, University of California, 
Berkeley, U.S.A.

Scientific member and Director, Max Planck Institute 
for Multidisciplinary Sciences, Germany

Yurii NesterovArkadi Nemirovski
John P. Hunter, Jr. Chair Professor, H. Milton 

Stewart School of Industrial and Systems 
Engineering, Georgia Institute of Technology, 

U.S.A.

Professor Emeritus and Senior Scientific Researcher, 
Center for Operations Research & Econometrics and 

Mathematical Engineering Department, Université 
Catholique de Louvain, Belgium

Life Science or Medicine 

"For elucidating the 
structure of the 
nucleosome at the 
atomic level, providing 
the basis for 
understanding 
chromatin, gene 
regulation, and 
epigenetics."

Dirk Görlich Karolin Luger
Professor, Jennie Smoly Caruthers Endowed Chair of 
Biochemistry, University of Colorado Boulder, U.S.A.

Daniela Rhodes
Emeritus Group Leader, MRC Laboratory of 

Molecular Biology, Cambridge, UK

Timothy J. Richmond

20
22

20
23

20
23

Professor of Crystallography of Biological 
Macromolecules (Emeritus), ETH Zürich, 

Switzerland
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Each year's Forum also features a series of programs that celebrate the groundbreaking achievements of the recipients, including the "WLA Prize Laureates Lecture" and "WLA Prize 
Laureates Roundtable." Interactive media activities, including press conferences and interviews, allow a comprehensive scientific exchange.

WLA Prize Events

48



WLA LABS
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The WLA Labs (World Laureates Association Laboratories), established by the WLA Foundation,
 is a non-profit, non-governmental international research institute that focuses on basic research, 

scientific innovation and discovery, and grooming future scientific leaders. 



50

In line with the three missions of the WLA, the WLA Community and the WLA Labs emphasize 
international cooperation, multidisciplinary integration, open research, and the practical application 
of discoveries, to advance scientific development in multiple aspects.

The WLA Community, spread across 2.5 square kilometers, is a comprehensive science enclave 
planned, designed, managed, and operated by the World Laureates Association (WLA). It provides 
a nurturing environment for world laureates and exceptional young scientists, promoting both 
research productivity and holistic lifestyles. The WLA Community boasts a diverse range of 
facilities. These include laboratories, conference centers, technology transfer hubs, R&D centers, 
parks, and a variety of commercial services tailored to the research interests and daily necessities 
of its residents.

Notably, it features three laboratories, covering an area of 100,000 square meters, dedicated to 
cutting-edge research in the fields of genome biology, cell biology, and click chemistry. These labs 
also promote interdisciplinary collaborations, particularly between biology and artificial intelligence 
(AI), to catalyze the translational application of research insights.

The WLA AI Laboratories was completed by the end of 2023.
WLA AI Laboratories

WLA Community Panoramic RenderingWLA Life Science Laboratories RenderingWLA Life Science Laboratories Rendering
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WLA Labs

Since 2021, the WLA Labs has been hosting a series of high-level professional academic conferences dedicated to various fields of expertise.
In 2023, the launch of two WRCs (WLA Research Conferences) on "Cells and Genes" and "Bioorthogonal and Click Chemistry" marked a significant endeavor, working to be the next 
Gordon Research Conferences.



52

By leveraging the resource advantages of esteemed WLA scientists, 
the WLA spearhead extensive science popularization and innovation projects focused on youth. 
These programs actively collaborate with scientific research and science popularization institutions, 
both domestically and internationally, with the goal of improving the scientific knowledge of the broader population.

SCIENCE POPULARIZATION  
INNOVATION PROGRAMS FOR TEENS 
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Science Popularization & Innovation Programs for Teens

In 2022, the WLA Shanghai Center and the Shanghai Municipal Education Commission collaboratively launched the "Next Generation Scientists" training program, laying the ground-
work for nurturing future science leaders. 

Annually, a group of 100 trainees from Shanghai participates in a year-long program that receives strong support from WLA scientists and national science institutes, providing invalu-
able mentorship to aspiring young individuals.
The Science Competency Training Camp aims to enhance students' knowledge and logical reasoning skills, preparing them for a seamless transition from high school to university.
The Science Salon aims to increase students' knowledge in interdisciplinary subjects, and improve their critical thinking and research skills via field trips mentored by young scientists.
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Science Popularization & Innovation Programs for Teens

WLA Laureates Campus Tour WLA Shanghai Center Open Day WLA Labs Field Trips

In 2023, the WLA Shanghai Center received official recognition from the Shanghai Steering Committee of Scientific Innovation Education as the "Shanghai Youth Science and Innovation 
Education Base - Next Generation Scientists Incubation Center." Focused on education, science, and innovation, the Center will harness cutting-edge scientific achievements and the exper-
tise of WLA scientists. Embracing a public welfare ethos, it will meticulously design content tailored for young minds, orchestrating planned, organized learning activities within a 
purpose-built venue, thereby opening its doors to society at large.



WLA FORUM OFFICIAL:  https://en.wlaforum.com

Weibo AccountWeChat Account

@wlaforum


